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Memorandum

To:  Paige Roberson Dowling, Manager, Town of Sylva
Don Adams, Manager, Jackson (Coun :
From: Bill Holman, NC State Director A A
Copy: Sharon Taylor, Executive Director;-Mainspring Consérvation Trust
Re:  Blackrock/Expansion of Pinnacle Park
Date: May 3, 2018

The Conservation Fund and Mainspring Conservation Trust have been working with America’s
Homeplace (AHP) to acquire and conserve 912.32 acres they own in the Plott Balsam Mountains
in Jackson County. The Fund expects to be under contract with AHP in May, 2018 to purchase
the property in two phases starting in 2018.

The AHP property adjoins Pinnacle Park, future Blue Ridge Parkway (now owned by Southern
Appalachian Highlands Conservancy) and Nantahala National Forest,

The Fund will take the lead in acquiring and conserving the 441.53 acre Blackrock Creek tract at
a cost of about $2,162,450 and expanding the Town of Sylva’s Pinnacle Park. Mainspring
Conservation Trust will take the lead in working with the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in
acquiring and conserving the 470.79 acre Shut-In Creek tract,

In February, 2018 the Fund applied to the NC Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTE)
for a grant of $1,005,000 (CWMTF Project #2018-60). CWMTF will request project and budget
updates on June 1, 2018. Commitments of matching funds are critical to competitive projects.
The CWMTF Board of Trustees will review and approve grants at its September meeting.

I am writing on behalf of the Fund to respectfully request that the Town of Sylva and Jackson
County each contribute $250,000 to help the Fund acquire the property for future conveyance to
the Town of Sylva and write a letter to Walter Clark, Executive Director of the CWMTF on or
before June 1. The funds would need to be available in FY 2018-2019. The commitment letter
can be contingent upon approval of the CWMTF grant, new appraisal and an acceptable
conservation easement.

The Fund is working to raise the balance of funds from private sources.
Like the Town of Sylva and Jackson County, the Fund and CWMTF cannot pay more than fair

market value for the property. The Fund will commission an appraisal of the property and will
ask that Sylva, Jackson County and CWMTF be listed as users of the appraisal.



Thank you for your consideration. Please let me know if you have questions or need more
information. ‘
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