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Current Funded Broadband Projects…..

● Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF)

● NC Growing Rural Economies with Access to Technology 
(NC GREAT) Grant Program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF)

● FCC Program – awards determined through reverse 
auction

● $16.9M Award to Charter/Spectrum
● 11,128 locations awarded in Jackson County
● 6-year total project timeframe
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NC GREAT Grant

● NC Program managed through NCDIT Office
● Jackson County had 2 awards

◦ 1,156 locations awarded to Charter/Spectrum - $4,497,486
◦ 636 locations awarded to Balsam West - $2,431,130.90

● 2 year total project timeframe
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Charter/Spectrum 
Progress Update

● Blue = RDOF Award Addresses
● Red Dots = GREAT Award Addresses
● Green Dots = RDOF/GREAT Activated Addresses

● RDOF – 1,223 Addresses Activated
● NC GREAT – 330 Addresses Activated
● They reported some initial delays with 

permitting but are back on track.
● RDOF – Completion projected by 1Q28
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This includes addresses from Balsam to Sylva along Hwy 74, near Dillsboro and along Hwy 441



Balsam West GREAT 
Grant Update

● Currently in the Engineering 
Development/Build Phase

● On track to meet 2 year timeline

● Orange Dots = GREAT Award Addresses
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NEXT BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM



Completing Access to Broadband (CAB) Grant Program

● Program kickoff by NCDIT in January 2024
● County collaborates with NCDIT to identify project area and scope
● Project is posted on NCDIT website as an RFP
● Qualified providers respond and compete for project
● County reviews responses with NCDIT and selects provider
● Max of $8M grant per county per year 
● CAB represents a potential opportunity to advance projects not 

funded in the current round of GREAT grants
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CAB PROJECT MATCHING FUNDS



CAB EXAMPLE PROJECT FUNDING
Funding Sources Example Project

PROVIDER COUNTY STATE



JACKSON COUNTY CAB ELIGIBILITY

● County must review eligible locations established by NCDIT
● Select priority areas or grouping
● Work with NCDIT to develop project Scope
● 4,675 total eligible locations in Jackson County
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Jackson 
County CAB 
Eligibility 
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Next Steps…
● BOC to provide formal match funds commitment to NCDIT

◦ Identify an “up to” amount 
● Once match amount is determined proposed project scope 

can be identified.
● NCDIT will prepare the Scope of Work and publish RFP
● County to identify up to two representatives to serve on 

the Evaluation Team to review responses to RFP
● Funds only utilized if grant awarded and final grant 

agreement executed. 
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Next Steps Continued…
● Take the NC Broadband Survey – www.jacksonnc.org
● NC Broadband Home Page
● NC Broadband Map Data
● A broadband landing page is in the works for Jackson 

County.
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http://www.jacksonnc.org/
https://www.ncbroadband.gov/
https://www.nconemap.gov/pages/broadband


QUESTIONS

Where does Jackson County fit 
in?
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