MINUTES OF A

REGULAR MEETING

OF THE JACKSON COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

HELD ON

JUNE 2, 2014

The Jackson County Board of Commissioners met in a Regular Session on June 2, 2014, 2:00 pm, Justice & Administration Building, Room A201, 401 Grindstaff Cove Rd., Sylva, North Carolina.

Present:  Doug Cody, Vice Chair


Chuck Wooten, County Manager

 

Charles Elders, Commissioner

Pat Parris, Clerk to Board

Mark Jones, Commissioner 

J. K. Coward, Jr., County Attorney

 

Vicki Greene, Commissioner

 

               



                             Absent: Jack Debnam, Chairman
Vice Chair Cody called the meeting to order.  

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  Mr. Wooten recognized Debra Woodard, in  absentia, of the Tax Administration Department who will be retiring July 1 with 23 years of service. 
AGENDA:  Vice Chair Cody amended the Agenda by adding Sheriff’s Dept. Service Sidearm and Closed Session G.S.143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel.  Commissioner Elders moved to approve the amended Agenda. Commissioner Jones seconded the Motion. Motion carried.

MINUTES: Commissioner Jones moved to approve the minutes of a Work Session and Regular Meeting of May 19, 2014. Commissioner Elders seconded the Motion.  Motion carried.  

(1) COMMISSIONER REPORTS: 
(a) Commissioner Greene gave an update of the Smoky Mountain Mental Health Board activities and stated that county commissioner representation on the board was lost during the state mandated reorganization.  The Smoky Mountain Center and other local management entities will be establishing a “County Commissioner Advisory Council” comprised of commissioners from the 23 county service area.  Each of the 23 counties will need to make an appointment to the Advisory Council before August 16th.  The NCACC meeting is scheduled on August 16th, 12:00 – 2:30 at the Renaissance Hotel in Asheville. Ronnie Beale, Macon County Commissioner, will be sworn in as the NCACC President.
(b) Commissioner Jones thanked the County Manager and Finance Director for the modification recommendations to the budget at the public hearing especially for the Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad.
(c) Commissioner Elders reported that he addressed the veterans at the fountain in Sylva on Memorial Day and thanked all the veterans for their service.  
(2) COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: Mr. Wooten reported:

(a) 911 Call Center/EOC – Notice to Proceed: The designer issued a formal notice to proceed for the construction of the 911 Call Center/EOC as of June 2, 2014.  Based on the suggested construction period from the general contractor, Western Builders, of 150 days, this project should be completed by mid-October.  The general contractor is expected to mobilize and begin work immediately.

(b) ECU School of Medicine Community Service Learning Center (CSLC) – Ribbon Cutting/Dedication:  He has been notified that East Carolina University will officially have a ribbon cutting for the new CSLC on June 27th at 10:00 am.  Chancellor Ballard and Dean Chadwick will be present for the event.  Tentative plans are for the County Commissioners to host a breakfast prior to this event in the Heritage Dining room for officials from ECU and other local elected officials.  More information will be forthcoming.

(c) ConMet Lease and Renovations:  Work is progressing to remove the asbestos materials and to make the necessary renovations to allow ConMet to utilize 60K sf of the old Tuckaseigee Mills Building.  The County continues to experience some new discoveries as improvements are made to the facility.  Most recently, some unstable areas were discovered within the parking lot that will require some digging to determine if there is a failing drain system.  Any time an older facility is renovated there is always a sense of uncertainty.

(d) Smoky Mountain High School:  The final punch list items are being completed and the general contractor expects to have everything resolved by the end of June.  The County did accept the building as of May 5th so the warranty period has begun.   The school has hosted several large events in the new auditorium and things have gone well.  Additional training has been provided in both the sound and lighting systems to allow staff to operate these systems as they were designed.

(e) Cashiers ABC Store:  The final work on this project is very close to completion.  The store is ready for inventory and he understands they will be receiving their first delivery on June 9th. The official opening date has not been established.  The final close out for the Sylva ABC store has been completed and the County received a check in the amount of $292,713.88. 

(f) NCACC County Assembly Day:  He attended the annual county assembly day on May 28th.  Unfortunately, the group did not hear from Senator Berger as the Senate was making a major education announcement at the same time; however, Speaker of the House, Rep. Tillis, did update the group on actions of the House.  The Senate has now released their budget and will approve it before they adjourn this weekend and the House will reject the Senate budget and release their budget sometime in the next two weeks.  Unfortunately, the Senate did not address the number one legislative concern involving the distribution of lottery funds.  The budget made a few other adjustments that the NCACC will work to eliminate in the House budget and that is transferring responsibility for workers compensation and tort claims for state paid school teachers to the local school system which eventually would be passed along to the county government.  NCCAT was included as a non-recurring allocation which would place them in the same position of uncertainty in 2015 that they have experienced over the past couple of years.  He was able to visit with Rep. Queen and asked for his support of the NCACC legislative priorities and funding for NCCAT.  The Senate was in session so he was only able to visit with their office staff members.  Western North Carolina was well represented at the meeting.  There are several bills that would impact counties that he will continue to monitor throughout the legislative session:

HB-648 –   Smaller number of sites for a second election

HB-1213 – Allows counties to join the State Health Plan

SB-786 –    Fracking Bill

(3) JUVENILE CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL:  Steve Lillard, JCPC Chair, stated the Dept. of Juvenile Justice allocates funds to counties on an annual basis. He presented the selected programs, certification, membership list, and proposed funding for FY2014-15 in the total amount of $100,867. The selected programs are: JCPC, Project Challenge, Hawthorne Heights, and COMPASS.  The required local match is $19,773.  

Motion: Commissioner Greene moved to approve the programs, certification, funding plan, membership list, and local match. Commissioner Jones seconded the Motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

(3) “SMOKY MOUNTAIN AGRICUTURAL DEVELOPMENT STATION” MASTER PLAN UPDATE: Gerald Green, Planning Director, reported that the County has been awarded a $10,000 grant by the Southwestern Regional Commission to assist with the preparation of a master plan for the former Drexel manufacturing plant site in Whittier.  Grant funds are provided through the Commission’s Toolbox Implementation Fund (TIF) program with monies from the Appalachian Regional Commission.  The grant funds will assist in paying for the development of a master plan to guide the redevelopment and reuse of the former Drexel manufacturing plant site.  The master planning process will use community input, including that already gathered at two community meetings to identify compatible uses for the building and the grounds that will benefit the community.  As part of the master planning process, a Phase I environmental assessment will be undertaken to assure there are no environmental contaminants on the site that would impact the use of the property.  RFP’s for master planning proposals will be distributed in early June with selection of a firm to prepare the master plan anticipated by the end of June.  Preparation of the master plan will take approximately 2 months and should be completed by September.  Additional funds for the preparation of the master plan, which has an estimated total cost of $20,000, will be provided by the revenue generated through the sale of scrap metal and other materials on the property.
Motion: Commissioner Greene moved to accept the $10,000 grant from Southwestern Regional Commission.  Commissioner Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  
(4) SHERIFF’S DEPT. SERVICE SIDEARM: Mr. Wooten stated that the Sheriff’s Department has requested authorization, pursuant to N.C.G.S. 20-187.2, to present to Lt. Keith Webb, who retired on June 1, 2014, his service sidearm.  The Sheriff has recommended that the price for the sidearm be set at $1.00 which he would pay. Mr. Wooten recommended that the firearm be declared surplus and the Sheriff be authorized to present the sidearm to Mr. Webb. In addition, the Sheriff should be directed to provide the serial number and description of the weapon to the County Finance Director so it can be removed from the fixed asset inventory and to replace it with a new sidearm at no cost to the county. 

Motion: Commissioner Jones moved to declare Keith Webb’s sidearm surplus and authorize the Sheriff to present it to Mr. Webb. The Sheriff is directed to pay a $1.00 fee, provide the serial number and description of the sidearm to the Finance Director and replace the sidearm at no cost to the county. Commissioner Elders seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote.

(5) SURPLUS EQUIPMENT RESOLUTION (R14-08): Darlene Fox, Finance Director,  

presented a Resolution with two vehicles listed and requested the Board to declare the same surplus and authorized for sale. She stated that the ABC Board has requested that the 2006 Ford Van be transferred to the ABC Board.  

Motion: Commissioner Elders moved to adopt the Resolution and declare the vehicles surplus and posted for sale with the exception that the 2006 Ford Van be transferred to the ABC Board. Commissioner Jones seconded the Motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
(6) MORDECAI ZACHARY HOUSE – LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK ORDINANCE:  Gerald Green, Planning Director, stated the Historic Preservation Commission has recommended that the Mordecai Zachary House a/k/a Zachary-Tolbert House in Cashiers be designated as a local historic landmark.  A copy of the designation report has been reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Office who has concurred with the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission.  He requested that a public hearing be scheduled.

 Vice Chair Cody scheduled a public hearing on June 16th at 5:55 pm. 

(7) NCCAT FUNDING RESOLUTION (R14-09): Mr. Wooten stated the Resolution is in support of the General Assembly identifying funds to allow the North Carolina Center for the Advancement of Teaching to continue their outstanding service to the teachers of North Carolina and most importantly to maintain the jobs in the local community.

Motion: Commissioner Greene moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Elders seconded the Motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
(8) FRANK ALLEN ROAD RESOLUTION (R14-10): Gerald Green, Planning Director, submitted a Petition signed by all adjoining property owners requesting that the Frank Allen Road Extension (SR1182) be added to the NCDOT maintenance system.  The portion of road being petitioned for addition is approximately 0.09 miles long and extends from approximately the Cashiers Fire Department to approximately the Cashiers-Glenville Recreation Center.  

Motion: Commissioner Jones moved to adopt the Resolution. Commissioner Greene seconded the Motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

(9) AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD: 
Motion: Commissioner Jones moved to reappoint Brad Stillwell and Charles Fowlers to 3-year terms on the Agricultural Advisory Board. Commissioner Greene seconded the Motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

(10) SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Motion: Commissioner Elders moved to reappoint Jennie Miller to a 3-year term on the Social Services Board of Directors.  Commissioner Jones seconded the Motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 (11) HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION: 

Motion: Commissioner Jones moved to appoint Susan Leveille to fill the unexpired term of Cherie Moses on the Historic Preservation Commission. Commissioner Greene seconded the Motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

Informal Comments by Public:

(a) Carl Iobst of Cullowhee presented his opinion concerning the proposed expansion of the  

      Justice Center.
(b) Marie Leatherwood of Sylva stated her disapproval of the board’s actions concerning GSMR.
Press Conference 

CLOSED SESSION:

Motion:  Vice Chair Cody moved that the Board go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel. Commissioner Jones seconded the Motion. Motion carried.

Vice Chair Cody called the regular meeting back to order and stated no action was taken in closed session except approval of the Closed Session Minutes of May 19, 2014. 

There being no further business, Vice Chair Cody moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Jones seconded the Motion. Motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
Attest:                                                                     
 Approved:

__________________________


_____________________________

Patsy C. Parris, Clerk to Board 


Doug Cody, Vice Chair   
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